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the Viceroy at nine o'clock. Mr. North "was in the room. I said I could not but be surprised at the message I received yesterday by General Trigge; that I had since I was in Corsica and during my whole service endeavoured to do my duty to the utmost of my power; that my ambition had always been to distinguish myself and to establish my character as an officer. I was not sensible of ever having acted in any manner that was improper or unbecoming. I could not but therefore be surprised to find that he had represented my conduct to the King's Ministers and to the King in such a manner as to induce them to give him power to dismiss me from the situation I held in the army in Corsica; that he must have been misinformed, for his misrepresentation was unfounded. With regard to the alternative that he gave me, of either quitting the island or promising to break off the connection I had with those who opposed his government, and in future to give his government my support, I was at a loss to understand what was meant, and hoped he would be more explicit.
He said that I had for a considerable time past appeared to have a degree of personal enmity to him, for what reason he knew not (here he paid me some compliments) ; that I had taken a decided part against his measures, and the influence this had upon the Corsicans was great; that he had felt the effect of it severely, and found it did such injury that he had conceived it incumbent upon him to represent it to the Secretary of State, and to beg that I might be removed from the island, That he had orders so to do, but would take it upon himself to postpone the execution of them if I would promise no longer to be connected with those who opposed him, or express any sentiments disapproving of his measures, but, on the contrary, give his government my support. I said I could give no promise to approve of measures till I was made acquainted with them, and it must then depend upon my opinion at the time ; that as long as I executed my military duty, I conceived I was at liberty to give my opinion of different measures, either of his or any government, aseat instance of forbearance andareful to keep his
